Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus mosquitoes (subgenus Stegomyia) are competent vectors of several pathogens of human health importance, namely chikungunya, dengue, yellow fever, and Zika viruses , Johnson et al. 2017 , Clements and Harbach 2018 . Although both mosquito species originally had tropical and subtropical ranges, they have been progressively reported occurring from further poleward geographic locations. The expansion of their range increases the number of people at risk of being infected through the bite of these mosquitoes. Mosquito transmission of Zika virus was reported from Texas during November, 2016, and chikungunya virus infection was reported from Texas in 2015; both infections were determined to have been locally acquired from Ae. aegypti or Ae. albopictus (Centers for Disease Control 2017). Aedes aegypti has a higher vectorial capacity than Ae. albopictus to transmit these viruses, exhibiting greater anthropophilic and anthropophagous preferences than Ae. albopictus. Aedes albopictus is also considered a competent vector and is more tolerant of a broader temperature range and occurs in urban, peri-urban, and rural areas.
The need for more comprehensive surveillance for Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus gained recognition with the emergence of Zika virus in the United States and the ongoing threats of dengue and chikungunya diseases in the Americas . However, many counties in Texas, especially in the West Texas Panhandle Region, do not have active surveillance programs, and their present distribution throughout the state is not yet definitively determined or understood. Surveillance conducted from June to October, 2017 built upon previous surveillance conducted by our laboratory team in 2016 to better determine the distribution of these two species in counties where they were previously undetected or where no surveillance was conducted (Peper et al. 2017) . Surveillance was expanded during 2017 to achieve two additional objectives, including testing for insecticide resistance statewide and modeling present and predictive distributions of these two vector species throughout Texas. However, these additional objectives are out of the scope of this scientific note.
A total of 83 entities directly involved in public health operations were contacted to request surveillance submissions including vector control managers, county extension agents, public works and parks managers, and other agencies and individuals. These entities represented 71 different counties throughout Texas. Entities from 43 different counties agreed to participate, however addresses for surveillance kit delivery were only provided for 39 of these counties. Each ovitrap surveillance kit consisted of five 473 mL black stadium cups to serve as containers, seed germination paper cut in strips or cut to completely line the inside surface of the stadium cup, binder clips to fasten the paper to the cups, Ziploc bags, preaddressed U.S. Postal Service postage-paid envelopes to mail the strips to our laboratory for egg rearing and identification, and datasheets to record ovitrap placement location, dates of collection, and insecticides used in the area. Instructions were included in the surveillance kit detailing preferred locations for ovitrap placement, ovitrap operation, and inclusive dates of surveillance. Survey participants were requested to follow specific procedures, including: (1) Fill assembled ovitraps half-way with water; (2) Place ovitraps in five locations throughout each jurisdiction for a period of four to five days, in areas with at least 25% shade to prevent desiccation of mosquito eggs, and in areas frequented by people (e.g., parks and residential backyards) to increase the likelihood of attracting gravid females of these two species.
A total of 38 surveillance kits were delivered by mail or in-person by laboratory personnel during May through September, 2017. Additionally, several cities in Lubbock County were surveyed for the presence of Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus by laboratory personnel, for a total of 39 counties agreeing to participate. However, only 82.1% (32/39) of the counties that received surveillance kits submitted germination strips from their jurisdiction. In total, 76 submissions were received from those 32 counties. Additionally, 55 submissions were collected by our laboratory personnel throughout Lubbock County, resulting in 131 total collections and 561 germination paper strips processed from 33 counties during 2017.
Germination paper strips laden with eggs were transferred to emergence chambers, or to emergence trays in cases of high egg density, and reared to adulthood. Adults were either immediately euthanized by freezing (-20° C) or tested for insecticide resistance for 2 h or until 100% mortality was reached. Adults were identified to species and findings recorded (Darsie and Ward 2005) . Of the 33 counties surveyed, Ae. aegypti adults were solely reared from two counties (6.1%), Ae. albopictus were solely reared from ten counties (30.3%), and both species were reared from nine counties (27.3%). Submissions from 12 counties yielded neither species, often due to lack of eggs but occasionally due to non-viability of eggs or the presence of a different mosquito species. New county records for Ae. aegypti were identified in five counties (Brown, Dawson, Garza, Kent, and Nolan), and new county records for Ae. albopictus were established in five counties (Brown, Deaf Smith, Donley, Garza, and Titus). New records of either species were determined in eight different counties throughout Texas (Figure 1 ).
This surveillance research was conducted in conjunction with and assistance from the Texas Department of State Health Services as a component of a larger initiative to determine the overall geographic distribution of Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus in Texas. This survey adds to the current knowledge of the state-wide distribution of Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus in Texas. The findings reported from this survey will have a direct benefit throughout the state of Texas, providing greater knowledge of the distribution of medically important mosquito species, such as Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus. This knowledge is critical for effective vector control planning and operations, and for human disease prevention by public health entities. Knowledge of the specific mosquito species occurring in an area will help vector control managers more precisely direct their abatement efforts. This is especially important as adulticide application approaches (e.g., application time of day) differ between these species and others that may transmit West Nile virus and St. Louis encephalitis virus. Specifically relevant to the medical community, knowledge of which medically important vector species occur in an area may help influence differential diagnoses of symptomatic patients. The continued efforts to determine the distribution of these species is important and should be encouraged to continue throughout the state and country. 
